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suitability for the training which they give, and, as a stay at a
university confers no kind of social prestige, as there are all
forms of educational facilities for adults outside the universities,
exclusion is no particular hardship.
The literal translation of the Russian word used for examina-
tion is " test," and it expresses much more correctly the object
of Soviet educationists. The yearly tests are the final record of
the degree of knowledge and skill attained by the pupil. Promo-
tion is contingent upon passing the tests. Only in exceptional
cases is promotion permitted without taking the tests, and only
in exceptional cases is a pupil permitted to leave school without
successfully passing the final test. By itself, however, the test
is not accepted as a complete record of the pupil's progress.
It has to be supplemented by the systematic records kept
throughout the year.
An estimate of the pupil's progress is only half the reason
for tests. They are used to stimulate the pupil and student
towards an increase in the responsibility for his work. They spur
him on to greater efforts. They also serve as a form of social
control over the school and its staff. The results enable the
authorities and the social organisations concerned with the
school to judge the work of the teachers. Representatives from
the local education authority and from the social organisation
connected with the school are present during tests. They discuss
the results with the Director off Head, and report on them to
the school council and parents' council, where detailed discussion
takes place.
The different purpose involves a different technique of exami-
nation, though it must be acknowledged that the difference is
also due to the inexperience of the mass of young teachers,
particularly in the villages* The Commissariat of Education
issues very detailed instructions to teachers, as well as to the
Heads of schools and Directors of local education authorities.
The younger and less experienced teachers miist be helped by
abler and more experienced ones to prepare the questions
to organise the tests. la special cases the district